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Preface

The term Islamism refers to an effort, or movement, to align a state’s internal
structures wth tradtional Ilamic preceps. Applicalle state structures may include all
elemerts of the government but espealy the jdicial brarch, as well as educaitonal,
financial, and social institutions. Islamism is different from Islamic fundamentalish in that
the latter refers more to an effort, to align society, not state structures, with Islamic
preceps. Fundanertalism atempts to mold the rorms ard valuesof scciety rather than
charging a state’s formal institutions. Islamism ard fundanmertalism can be viewed as
oppasite ends of a continuum The muititude of Islamic movements fall somewhere on
this continuum but will generally favor one pde or the other, dthough rarely to the
complete exclusion of elenerts from the aher. This paperaddesseshe Turkish palitical
paty Reth—an exanple d an ldamist movement. The Reéh Party seeksto charge
Turkey s state structuresfrom a secudr to an Idamic orientation. The unque aspecof
the Refah Party, in contrast to other ISlamist organizations, is that it is operating within the
constraints of the same secular, democratic political system that it seeks to change.

| gratefully ackrowledge he gudarce aml assstarce d Dr. Lewis Ware. His

expertise inspired an interest in the topic and was invaluable in explaining its complexities.
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Abstract

This paperexanines he Reéh Party in Turkey ard addesseshe following questions:
what does it sand for, who leads it, who belongs to it, where is it gong? The pge
preseis same backgiound information alout the Turkish secudr state, the founding of
Refah, the rise d Idamic influerce n Turkish pdlitics, ard the recen succes®f the Refah
Party. It thendiscusseshe idedogy of Refh, spedicaly as t apples to issuesegarding
the denocratic, secuér state, scciety, ecanomics, ard foreign affairs. The paperalso
preseis information regarding the leadeship ard orgarizaton of Refah, ard concludes
with comments about the future viability of the paty. Ultimately, this pgper concludes
that the Refah Party, dthough not unique from other Isamist movements in its ideological
goals, is a unque poductof Turkish pdlitics, ard musttherefore adaptand compromise in

order to function and survive within those constraints.



Chapter 1

Origins

Introduction

The Reéh Party is the anly Idamist pdlitical paty in Turkey. In recen yeas its
popular suppat has increagd, leadng to a ngjority pasition relative to other pattiesin the
Turkish patiament in 1995. The subsequem privilege d edablishing ard leadng a
caoalition government is an urprecedeted anmount of respansiblity earned by an Islamist
party in Turkey. Since nodem Turkey wasfounded m strict secubr principlesdesgned
to keep Hligious nfluerces at of government, the success foRefh raises quesions
regarding its nature: what does it sand for, who leads it, who belongs to it, where is it
going? This paperaddesses these quetons ard is organzed nto four chapters. Chapter
1 preseis samne backgiound information alout the Turkish secudr state, the founding of
Refah, the rise d Idamic influerce, ard the recert successof the Refah Party. That
Idamist movements are ganing mamentum in nations with repressive or autocratic
regimes is no surprise; in contrast, the success of an Idamist paty in a secular state
foundedon the principlesof Kemalism doesseemsurprising urtil the urdelying issuesare
examned. Chapier 2 discusseshe idedogy of Refah, spediicaly as t apples © issues

regarding the denocratic, secudr state, scciety, ecaiomics, ard foreign affairs. The Refah



political platform is in most aspects completely opposite traditional modern Turkish
palicies; it seeks @ minimize Westem influerce, provide astate structure sympathetic to
the spiritud needs of its Mudim population, and foster relations and trade with other
Idamic countries. How Refh hopes b acheve these gals is addessedn Chapter 3,
which preseis information alout party leadeship ard organzaion. Much of Refah's
success cabe atiributed rot to the pqoularity of its pditical platform, but to its effective
administration in pulic office—a trait woefully lacking in the mainstream paties. Refah’'s
grassoots canpaign efforts also make the paty readiy idertifiade—and accantable—to
the electorate. Finally, Chapter 4 commants on the future viability of the Refah Party.
Whether it canbuild a sncere suppat base for its pdlicies, asopposed to a poted suppat
base, depends in large pat on how well it can blend the many oppasing viewpoints on
controversial issues. Ultimately, the readershould be alde to conclude tat the Reéh
Party, athough not unique from other Ilamist movements in its ideological goals, is a
unique poduct of Turkish pditics ard internal state issues. The castraints of a secudr,
denocratic state, a fragnmented pditical paty structure, a pecaious ecmomy, ard a
watchful military al serve to temper Refah’s conservative ideology into more pragméic
actons. The Turkish context surounding the dewlopmert of the Reéh Party is

important in understanding its nature and in predicting future success.

Origins
This chapter will briefly review the historical development of the Turkish secular

state, discuss lte arigins o the Reéh Party, descibe the rise d Ilamic pdlitical influerce,

and suggest some underlying causes for recent Islamist success.



Modem Turkey was brmed aut of the detaed Otoman Empire. In that enpire, the
Sultan ruled from Istanbul; geayraphicaly, Turkey was te “home province” of a \ery
large poalitical territory. Unlike many neighboring “provinces,” Turkey’'s population
included influential political, economic, military, and religious elites who were familiar
with the tasks and responsibilities of governing a large territory, and the commensurate
glory and presige. It is therefore rot suprising that plars for a rew Turkish government
were undemway wel before the enpire finaly crumbled aml that a charismatic Turkish
leaderwould ermerge fom the influertial elite with the intention of reessblishing a strong
Turkish state. The successit ascesion of a Turkish government effectively precudedthe
colonization of Turkey by Europeannations ater World War 1, in contrast to many of the
neighboring states.

Mudafa Kemd, a distinguished military general responsible for securing Turkish
indepemlerce upon the breakupof the Otoman Empire, esentially egablished the rew
Turkish Repultic. He was ale to effectively trarsfer his reputation as a ierce, loya
commander into pdiitical legitimacy in the vacuum left by the Sultan. A nationalist at
heat, he was driven by a remerdous anbition to estblish a stong, united, modem
Turkish state, ard not let the greaness d the depsed emire slip awayfrom the Turks.
He was fortunate in having the intellect charsma, deermination, ard suppat which
eraded hm to consolidate pditical power ard puisue s gals. In doing sq he took for
himself the name he is best known &s. Atatirk—father of the Turks. His vsion for
Turkey s future focused o “replcing the cauntry’s Ilamic tradtions with principles of
republicanism, nationalism, populism, and state control.”* For Atatiirk, a secudr state was

compelling and served two functions: “to forge a nation-state out of the muiti-ethnic



remnarts of the Ottoman Empire, ard to combat al claims of dispaate etinic idertities”?
It is in this context that the exchange of Islamic conventions (e.g. government, law,
language,alphaket, cakrdar, dress)for secusr ones slould be understood. “The aim of
those changes was to diminish the influence of Mudim culture and weaken the power of
tradition.”®> Under Atatiirk, Islam officialy becane a pivate rligion rather than a
community religion, ard was atensibly replaced ly “six fundamenta ard uncharging
principles of the regime Repubicanism, Nationalism, Populism, Statism, Secularism, and

Revolutionism/Reform.”*

In the process, Turkey becane agually one of the most
modern, progressive Islamic states.

Althoughedablished asa denocracyin 1922, Turkish government under Atatiirk was
essetialy anaucracy with only one auhorized paty and Atatiirk as Pesdert. When
Ataturk diedin 1938,he wassucceeded yhis Prime Minister Ismet Indnii, who served as
Presdert until 1950. In 1946, In6bni alplished the ane paty system ard numerous
political parties were rapidly formed.

Despte Atatirk’s efforts, the secudrizaion of Turkey was ncomplete. “Although
the new, secudr way of thinking ganed accemnce n the mddle chss as welas amng
civil servants, government officials, and military officers, it barely penetrated the villages
of the Anatolian hinterland.”® In the pulation there, the values ad tradtions of Islam
remained as stong as eer, ard those interests ewertualy found expresson in pdlitical
paties. Ore d the first wasthe Denocratic Paty (DP), which won the 1950elections.
The DP administration “identified itself with the countryside, with agrarian interests, and

with the rural populetion. Its gpproach to religion involved the incorporation of ISam as a

living cultural tradition into the manstream of Turkish poalitics, .and emphasized that



religious commitment and socia development were not  incompatible
objecives...Reigion was increasngly invoked by the DP as a rears d sacial ard

political control”®

ard ewvertualy raised caoxcems anong semor amy officers that the
secubr principles of the state were in darger. In 1960, therefore, the amy saged a
successful coup, “claiming that the regime had betrayed Atattrk’s principle of

secudrism”’

After a short peiod of military rule, new eections were held and
denocratic government resuned. That the amy did mot impose a pemarent
administration reflects the degree of assmilation within the army of Atatlirk’s principles.
The reverence or Atatiirk within the amy—partly because bhis roots in the military—
established the army’s on-going role of protector of the secular state.

Milit ary intervention in government represents a recurring theme in recen Turkish
history. The military, paticularly senior offic ers, together with influential, appanted state
officials indepenlert from paity pdlitics, such as judgesor other leades of important
institutions, have repeaedly exerciseda cersarship of pdlitics wren the secudr nature of
the state seened threaered. These mdividuak acing cdlectvely as sate eltes an
suppated ly the amy have served b counteract the Idamist efforts of popularly elected
officials in the padlitical arera. In doing sq the state eltes lave effecively used heir
relatively indepemlert, pemarert institutions to circumvent the denocratic process ad
preseve the sttus quo as esblished by Atatirk. “The state elites took it upon
themselves to protect the early Repulican ideals; hence, the three military interventions
(196061, 197173, 198083) were urdertakenin order to reingtitute those eaty ideas

that the pditical elites had ostensbly ignored.”® The intervertions dismupted the

dewelopmert of the palitical paties arl explain, at leastin pat, the fragnented pditical



spectum in Turkey today. “Among the cansequertes @ this imposed reergineeing of
the Turkish palitical process was the splintering of both the main center-right and the
center-left paties, ard the dewlopment of constant internecne fighting anong these
parties for supremacy.”

The Refah Party (RP) is one such paty. Its beginnings canbe traced 6 1970,when
Necnettin Erbakan founded he Natonal Order Paty.® The Natonal Order Party
becane the Natonal Salvation Party (NSP) in 1972, ard wasrepresried in Parliament
between1973ard 1980,taking pat in three diferent coalition governments.™* The NSP
was a conservative, right wing paty that favored a revived Islamic consciousness:
“Erbakan has consistently underscored the importance d Islamic valuesard repudiated
the stict secudrism of the Kemalist state that preverts ordinary Turks from expressing
their cultural heritage™

During the 1970snone of the various pdlitical paties were alde to consolidate pawer,
the result being a ®riesof weak calition governments. By 1980 te pditical Stuaton in
Turkey had became very unstalde ard pdarized; pditical violerce kecane sobad that the
military once agan intervened, claming among other reasons the “threat of radical 1slam
as erhodied n Erbakaris Natonal Salvation Party.”**> The military government disbanded
al political parties, including the NSP, and banned al former pditicians from future
political activities. Erbakan spent most of the time between 80 and 83 in military
barrackst* The government also made sgnificart charges b the constitution in an effort
to introduce greater ability; for example, “changes to the 1982 canstitution curbed the
number of caiegaies d the shte eltes,that is, appanted rather than elected hureaucatic

»15

and military dites,” ard mandatd ®ligious educabn in primary and secadary



sctools!®  The cangtitutional charges atempted to consolidaie powver awaillable o
palitical ertities and smultareocusly asser control over the influerce d Idam. By
legitimizing certain aspects, like eduction, guiddines and rules could be established:;
similarly, the emphasis of traditional 1slamic values could serve to dampen dissent aganst
the sate. The cangtitutional charges wee therefore desgned to stahilize the padlitical
ernvironment ard minimize the necessy for future intervertions. Ironicaly, the ret effect
of the military government’s changes increased the overall influence of Ilam—exactly
what the NS hed beenstriving for. “It was umler the rule of the Natonal Secuity
Council between 198083 that the Idamists acheved their greaed influerce within the
state appaatuses gecializing in administration and ideology. The military junta launched
an effort to modify the official ideology of Kemdism—uwhich they felt was umecessarily
revolutionary in some of its aspects—with a ‘Turkish-Islasystthesis’.*’

In 1983the ban on pditical paties waslifted, athoughthe dd paties ard pditicians
were gill prohibited. Out of 15 parties formed, only three were allowed to contest in the
1983 elections. At this time, Erbakan egablished the Refah (Welfare) Paty, esentially
the same paty as the NSP but with a different name. It was prohibited from participating
in the 1983 ekcions but did paticipaie in subsequen ones gradualy building an
increasing support base.

The winner of the 1983 dections was the enter-right Motherland Paty (MP), led by
Prime Minister Turgut Ozal who had beena member of the NSP i the 1970s Under
Ozals leadeshp, Islamic influerce ganed eenmore strength. Ozalsad “that secuérism
could not be considered as a restrictive dement ‘which will prevent protection of moral

values, bar the way to religious activities and religious culture and he stressed the



importance of religious instruction in schools in order ‘to raise steady, virtuous

gererations.”*®  Under Ozal “tarikats (religious aders) were ercouraged as a

cournterweight to leftists,”*°

and mayy government posts within his administration were
filled with associates sympathetic to his cause.®® Ozal espedaily nurtured hs relationship
with the Nakslvendi Sufi order, because ihitiaion of an export-led gowth strategy
necesitated anaggesive search for foreign cugomers who, in the 1980s were found
mainly in the Middle East The Nakslvendis, with links to the Guf states, were expeced
to play a dgnficant role in promoting Turkish exports to the region and mantaining

2L (Ozal also sarttioned the reestblishmert of the imam-hatip

steady oil supplies.
(religious unctionary) sclhools aml grarted them high-school equvaence, which allowed
thousamls d studets © atend sclools in-residence aml helped b sponsar them in
universities. This spasarship is important because rhary of the imam-hatip school
graduaes make their careers in civil sevice aml cetain ministries, suchas Elucaton ard
Culture. For exanple, in 1992, 60 pecert of the Ankara University pdlitical science

22 Ozal alko alowed te introducion of

students were imam-hatip school graduaes.
Ilamic banks to Turkey. Eventudly, Oza’s religious conservatism alienated him from
pat of his party, and the rift forced him to tone down some of his pdlicies. Nevertheless,
Ozal contributed significantly toward legitimizing political Isam and his religious
initiatives served to strengthen the roots of Islam within Turkey.

The pditical backgiound just presemed exposed he urdedying historical conflict
between secusrism ard Idamism ard descibed a Bw exanples d how organzatons

within the state have tried to resdve the caiflict to their satsfacion. Key anong these

resdution efforts hes keenthe easig of secudr constraints in anaccanmodaing effort to



precudeextremsm. The accoanmodaton, howewer, has provided Hamists a stong base
of suppat, ard helpsto explain the sicces of the Refah party, whose development ard
growth will be discussed now.

As dated ealier, Refah was egablished in 1983, ard Erbakan reganed legitimate
leadeship of the paity in 1987, when a retional referendum repeakéd the pohibition on
former pdlitical leades imposed n 1981. Throughout the remainder of the decadeRefah
conteskd in elections and slowed ninor gans in vote percertages;in compatison to the
major paties the pecertageswere insignficart. Inthe 1994 dcal electons, howewer, RP
gained 191% of the wte,*® and mare importantly, won mayorships in Istanbul, Ankara,
ard 400 dher cities ard towns, including 28 d the 76 povincial captals.®* Since
Turkey’s population of 63 million is now over 75% urban (the Sx largest cities accaurt
for more than half of Turkey’s population), with over 12 million living in Istanbul done,*®
the winning of the mayora contess alowed Reéh to get a oot in the door ard
demonstrate its abilities to the Turkish population.

In Decener 1995, paliamentary elecions were held a year eafier than scheduled
becausethe two-year coalition government betweenthe True Rith Party (TPP, cener-
right) ard the Repulhican People’'s Party (RPP, cerier-left) cdlapsed. In this electon,
Refah won the nost votes ardl the largestrepresemation in the Grard Naional Assenbly,
with 21.4% ard 158 d 550 d the awaiable atk. The Motherdand Paty ard True Palh
Party were the secand ard third place fnishers. Since MPard TPP loth represen certer-
right positions, it made sense for these two parties to join forces, and in the two nonths
following the election, negatiations evertualy led to a calition government betweenthe

MP and TPP. This codlition, however, only lasted until June; personality conflicts



between paty leaders and charges of corruption aganst Tansu Ciller, leader of TPP,
escahted unil the MP finally terminated the calition by resigning in protest Shortly
thereater, RP ard TPP formed a calition. “Underthe calition ageenert, Erbakan will
serve for two years as prime minister before rotating the jobs with TPP leader Ciller, who
currently serves as foreign ministéf.”

The Refah Party’s recen success camimost be consdered pedictable, given the
palitical, religious, and social environmert in Turkey. In the pditical environmert, Refh
captalized on the fractonalized specum of paties arl pubic diserchantment over the
inability of previous regimes, paticularly the Motherland and True Path Parties, to solve
sccial, ecanomic, ard corruption problems. In that serse, Refah benefited from the
Turkish ‘protest vote' of voters normally suppative o center-right paties like MP and
TPP. In religion, Refah offered the puldic a platform more in line with the already
increased role and visibility of I1lam in society. And socially, Refah done could paint to a
proven agendaaimed a improving the living conditions and social services of the millions
of Turks crowding into the cities. As a wtole, “the RP canbe perceved as fuit from the
performance failure of the Turkish right, which had been in power maost of the time during
the multipaty petiod. With a lroadenng power base, which includes be piotestvote of
those having suffered under compettive market conditions snce 1980,the RP is the nost

serious competitor of all the parties on the rigit.”
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Chapter 2

|deology

What makes the Refah Paty different from the other Turkish pdlitical paties? How
does it intend to incorporate its Isamic ideology into a secular sate? What role does the
West play in its vison? This chapter will address these and other questions about its
idedogy ard is organized nto the following aras: the denocratic state, scciety,
economics, and foreign affairs.

Refah’s pdlitical ideology rests on the foundation that the role of government is to
serve the ekciorate. It sees he saietal ard ecaomic woes d the cauntry as esuks o
the failure of the aher pditical paties to faithfully seve the ebciorate. Becausehe other
political paties have abdicated that responsbility due to self-serving interests or
incompeterce, Refh discaunts ot only the legitimacy of the ather paties, but the ertire
palitical syssem During the 1995 edcton canpagns, for exanple, Erbakan vocaly
denounced the current democratic status of Turkey, calling it “a fraud”* In his view, the
needs and the will of the people, whom the deamocracy is suppased to be represerting, are
not being met by the current system.

In Refah's eyes,one d the pimary pumposes & denocracy is to ersure individuak
their right of freedan of conscierce: “the right to live acceding to one’s teliefs.”” Refah

believes, for example, that Mudims should have the right to wear traditiona religious

12



clothes, be ertitled © resdve legal issues n Idamic courts, ard be alde to conduct
bushess n concett with Isamic preceps. The curent secusr state precludesMuslims
from doing so, hence the assertion of a fraudulent democracy.

Refah’s pasition towards legitimate government is unque among the Turkish palitical
paties. Its vews fow direcly from the Islamic enphass on the importance of the
community—to be a good Mudim, you not only must be individudly faithful; you must
also contribute to a faithful community. For Refah, the importance of the community
takes prority over the staite. The pimary function of a shte, therefore, is to guaienteethe
autonomy of eachcommunity. Refah's leadeship seem o take that philosgphy to heat,
and is making honest efforts to prove its legitimacy by providing for its congtituents. For
exanple, “In municipalities catrolled by the Reéh paty, the ehos of community sewvice
is reinforced ly the essblishmert of halk mecis (pemle’s councils) through which
pele canpresent problems ard grievancesto local leades. Refah suppaters cite these
as instruments of direct democracy.”

Since the secular Turkish gate is not responsive to its Mudim community, Refah
seeks o replace he curent secusr state stucture with a plralistic one. Under sucha
pluralistic stucture, communities waild have the right to esiblish their own desred
scacial institutions, which would then be guaanteed ly the shte. Under Refh ideas,
Turkey would thus ke organzed accading to the degies of its individual communities.
Those communities desing anldamic structure wauld have that, those desiing a secur
structure, or ary other type d structure, would have that as wel Such a state structure
has been the historical norm for many Islamic regimes and is Smilar to the millet system

under the Otoman Empire. Under the millet system, the Ottoman Empire “alowed

13



religious am netional minorities to access Heir own national or religious courts of

justice.”*

Refih's proposed stucture presunally assures that the millet system was
historicaly successfl ard cauld be replicated n presen circumstarces. That Refah looks
towardsthe exanple d the Otoman Empire also suggess frudration with the inahlity of
presem pdlitical systens to recancile the ideak o legitimate government, denocracy, ard
Islam.

The feasibilit y of such a plurdlistic sructure is debatable. Some critics fear it expands
the possibilities for fragmentation; consder Quebec, Canada as an example. Others,
espealy minorities, see a sepaate-but-equal pluralistic system as inherently
discriminatory. Since Turkey's population is primarily Sunni Mudim, the Shi’ites and
non-Mudim minority communities fear a loss of the equdity guaanteed them under the
secular state:  “Minorities who have enjoyed relative equdity and freedom in modern
nation-states now fear that Islamization will mean a reversion to the tolerated, ‘protected’
status of religious minorities under traditional Islamic law. Non-Mudims belonged to a
sepaste class & citizers wip constituted their own community. In excharge for their
alegiarce b the shte ard paynert of a pdl tax, they were free b pracice teir faith ard
be governed ty their religious kades am laws in private life in suchareasas worship,
education, and family law. However advanced such laws may have been relative to their
times, today minorities regard such treatment as second-class citizenship.”®> Refh claims
“that denocracy ard pluralism precude he forcing of Islamic preceps on pele’®, but
the minorities remain unconvinced. Critics question Refah’s sincerity towards democratic
government as a whole, and think Refah is only using deamocratic methods to achieve an

ultimate goal of dismartling denocratic ard secudr institutions ard replacethem with an
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authoritarian, religious-based regime. They clam Erbakan’s appaent willin gness to work
within the established system “is the result of takiyye, an Iamic concept that allows
temporary dissimulation to safeguard a long-term religious doal.”

In view of Refah's pdlitical phlosophy, it is now easy to understand why Recip
Erdogan the RP mayor of Istanbul, claims that “Refah is not just an aternative to the
other parties, but to the pdiitica regime in Turkey itself,”® ard why Erbakan assets “It
should never be forgotten that denocracy is a nears, not anerd. The real erd is the
creation of a felicitous ordesgadet nizami” °

Hawving examned Reéh's pditical views bward the role of government in the state,
let’s now seewhat their views ae regarding Turkish scciety. Modem Turkey, as we have
seen, was built on Kemaism, “the Turkish project of ‘Westernization;’ it was originally an
attempt to forestal direct or indirect cdonizaton by the West by adgting

"10  Refah, like other Idamist movements, denounces this fundamental

Westemizaton.
conceptard warts to shrug off the influerce d Westem scaciety. “Therise d Idam,” says
Abdurahman Dilpak, leading Islamic thinker, “is like the river coming back to its own
bed.”** And athough Atatiirk is venerated by the Turks for successfully pulling Turkey
into the 20" Century, Erbakan doubts he would erdorse the pewasveress of Westem
influence in Turkish society, and asserts “if Atattirk gill alive he would now join Refah,

n12

the only pary that caries he kanner of indepenlerce fom the West “Ironically,
Atatirk, who set the trajeciory of Turkish modemizaton towards a zeabus
Westemization, had never alardoned the thetoric of a syithesis ketweenthe West ard

Idam. In fact, he adopted for himself and for the Turkish military the title of ‘gaz’
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(connoting a crusading spirit shared by the Mudims who waged wars aganst the
infidel).”*?

Refah seeks to expand the role of Islamic institutions and activities within society,
suwch as Bamic banks ard sclools, bushess assoiations, religious foundaions, and sccial
sewvices. The gradualldamizaion of the gosernment bureaucacy is an important step
towards he Reéh goal of estblishing anldamic state. For exanple, Refah would like to
see the prohibition of imam-hatip graduaes from entering the military abolished.**
Another area & educaibn; Refh seeks @ place a geaer enphass of Idam in the
educaitonal process. The Idamist dominarce n the educabn ministry is alreadyreflecied
in policies, textbooks, and teacher selection.

The mle of women in scciety remains anbiguous in Refah's social platform.
Women's rights are rot cleaty articulated in party rhetoric, ard Refah has no women in
the paty leadership. Similarly, it has refused to nominate women as candidates.™
Perhaps this is becausewomen are not interested n pursung suchroles in the paty,
although that seens unlikely, since atthe grassoots level, women constitute a \ery
important segnert of the paty work force. A more likely reasm stens from tradtional
Islamic values, which relegate women to narrow pubic roles. The willin grness of today’s
modern, well-educted Turkish women to conform to more traditiona roles is
guestionable, especialy given the successful examples of current leaders like Tansu Ciller,
but in this area Refah will probably remain true to its conservative support base.

In keeping with the Isamic emphasis on community, Refah takes its role of serving
the ekcbrate serously. At the local level, it has aggessvely worked to provide

improved saial sewvices,ard it has succeeded.For exanple, “Refah has beentacking
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critical issuedong ignored by the aher paties, suchas coruption, plight of the utban
poor, growing lawlessiess ad saial chacs in large cities? ™ In Istanbu, Refah Mayor
Erdoganproudly assets “‘Before we cane to office, there was wilespead coruption ard
bribery; now many pe@le are in jail ard we tave a ceanadmnistration.” He canpoint to
other accomplishmerts: removal of ‘hills of garbage’ provision of more segets and
sealnses to easetraffic cangeston amd work neaty completed on the light ralil;
refurbishing the cty’'s water supply; tacking pdlution problems by increagd ue of
natural gasard gopping trucks from bringing in poor coal.”” The successfoRegh in
this area s widely ackrowledged: “Since the local elections in March 1994, Refah Paty
mayors have offered better services than their predecessors and worked hard to improve
pulic sewices. They have reduced coruption ard nepotism in the nunicipaities arl
aced nore professonally than other paties on the kft ard right.”'® Rebh is
ackrowledged wih providing municipal sevices b working classneighborhoods. Such
work, however, is not limited just to eected officials. One of Refah’'s strengths its army of
paty workers, whose work will be described in greater ddail in Chapter 3. These paty
workers rot only spread Redh's nessage bt also provide ahost of sewvices,suchashelp
finding jobs and health care, social services, and living necessities.

Refah extends its community-based ideology to the divisive Kurdish problem as well.
They oppose the war against the Kurds, which costs the country $7 billio n a year,'® ard
also the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK), instead dfering “a platform of unity between
Turkish, Kurdish, and other ethnic groups o the kesis o Iam. Refh proposes dficial
recagnition of a dstinct Kurdish ethnic idertity ard freedon of linguistic and cultural

expresson.”*° That degee d ethnic accanodaton is sumprising for anlslamist movement;
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gererally, Idamists are rot normally sympathetic to minority concems becausetirisks
diluting the nature of the Idamic sate. The subugaion of Islam to culture raises
fundamental questions about the legitimate umma of which there canonly be one. How
Refah recanciles this appaent contradiction is urknown. The Kurds thenseles arent
sure what to make d Refah; same erdorsed Reéh with their votes duing the last election,
others seeRefah's successas a threat to their protected satus as a mmority under a
secular state.

To understand Refah's positions regarding economic pdlicy, it is important to first
understand some fundanertals about the Turkish ecanomy. It sufers from “massve
deiicit sperding, stubbornly high urenployment, a cdlapsed curency, ard dauble ard
triple-digit inflation.”?* In 1994, the ecaomy colapsed due ¢ lack d confiderce fom
international creditors, but it recovered quickly with very little outside help, and continues
to move atead, averagng an amual growth rate of 4-5 percert.?> “Inflation hovers
between60-90 pecert, the 1996 detit was$15 hllio n (twice that of 1995) ard a huge
black ecmomy ard aninefficiert tax-collecton system compound the dfficulties. Half of
Turkey' s manufacturing indudry and 60 percent of its financial sector is ill owned by the
state”*® At the sane time, the ecaomy is depexlert on exports, 60 pecert of which are
with the European nations.** Refah's suppaters tend to be the same asthose who keep
the ecanomy going: “multitudes & srmall busihessnen who represeim a gowing secbr of
the Turkish ecanomy as a result of Ozals opendoor trade pdicies of the lbte 1980s
Thesebushessnen do not wart state intervertion in the ecaomy ard are therefore the
main suppaters of ecaomic liberalizaton. For them Islamic symbols ard ehics are the

best weapons to generate public opinion against statism and big industfalists.”
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The problems saddling Turkey’s economy ae rooted in both history and pdlitics. As
reported by The Eonomis in “Turkey. The Husve Gdden Apple,” in the Ottoman
Empire, Turks were not bushessnen they were farmers ard sddiers. Business was
conducied by Greeks,Jews,ard Armeniars. Because bthis, when the nodem Turkish
Repubic was formed, many indudries were nationalized, to assure their independence
from outsde investments. Additionally, the economy was bolstered with strong
protectionist pdlicies designed © foster the gowth of fledyling Turkish bushesses.
During Ozals adninigtration, efforts wee made to reform the ecanomy, and same
protectionist policies were reversed. Those reforms, however, essentialy ended after his
admnistration, ard the curent situaton is the resut of the fragmented palitical arera.
Because plitical paties ae uralde to gan a mgority in pafdiament, coalition governments
are required, ard these énd to charge ©atively frequenly. Consequerly, ecanomic
policies tend to focus on the near-term, resulting in an erratic ecdfiomy.

To combat these dificulties, Refah proposesAdil Duzen, a JustOrder. Specfic areas
that will be expanded upan here include proposals to promote individud enterprise, the
replacenert of a capialistic ecaomy with one basedon Islamic conceps, ard the limiting
of state involvement to key activities like infrastructure and maintaining order.

Refah pledgessuppat to the Turkish busnessman ard wishes to promote piivate
enterprise and individud initiative. It believes that small and medium szed busnesses, if
alowed © thrive, provide the best oppatunity for Turks to progress ard live
prospemoudy. Erbakan has historicaly aways suppated he snall busnessman he first
aserted hs leadeship in the late 1960s when “he orgarized Anatolian businessmen

aganst their much larger, domineeiing Istanbul counterparts.”>’ During his campagn he
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promised cheaploars for small bushesses,ard proposed cawcelation of farming delt
interest. Along dmilar lines, he oppased Turkey’s recert membershp into the European
Cugoms Union, claming that Turkish busnesses would be undermined by cheaper
European imports.

Membership into the Cusoms Union was succesfully negotiated n Decentoer 1995
by True Path Party leader Tansu Ciller. Membership in the union is considered by
Turkey s secusr leades “to be a perequsite to full membership in the European
Community and as the fulfilment of their quest to be part of the West.”*® “Under the
terms of the unon, effecive 1 &nuary 1996, Turkey will remove tariffs on European
manufactured goods, which presetly awerage 14% Within a fve-year grace peiod,
Turkey will align its commercial laws with those of the EC.”*° Refah opposed the
cusbms union in pat becauseticreaes te pdential for increasedmports from Europe.
Ore of Refah’'s primary objecives is to decease Trkeys depenerce o trade wih
Europe, athoughthe pracicaity of this objecive is questonable shce so muchof Turkish
trade is already with European countries.

Unlike those enrepreneurs yeaning for even closer ties b the West, Refah sees he
West as he cause bits ecamomic secand-rate status ard cites captalism asthe principle
reasm for anunust sccial ard ecaomic order. Membership in the EC, they think, is just
arother way for Westem nations t continue their dominarce of Idamic countries.
“Erbakancharges hat ‘ususer captalism’ is an exploitive system run by imperalists ard
Zionists, ard that their organzaiton, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), pursues ro-
colonidlist policies throughits austerity measures.”*° He abo “holds on to a waldview in

which Jews ad Masms conspire to control the resaurces of the plaret, ard in which
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capitalism and communism are the mirror images of the same plot devised by Jews to

advance teir aims.”>*

Refah seeslsrael as a pawrof the West, creaed aml used ¢
infilt rate the Islamic world and further capitalistic ventures and domineering schemes.
Despite this adversarial approach to relations, Turkey does mantain Israeli busness
contracts and trade. As an alternative o the sgnificart trade elations with Europe aml
the West, Refh proposes te estblishmert of an “Islamic Common Market,”** ard
“criticizes the government for faling to consolidate relations with the Black Sea
Economic Forum and Isiamic courtries.”* Refah believes that trade arrangements smilar
to the BU, but oriented eastard sauthward, would reassdr Turkey s hegenony in the
region, rather than perpetuat a secod-rate role on the fringes & Europeanecaomic
policies.

Refah is suppated n many of its views by busnessmen with strong Islamic values
The primary example is MUSIAD, a Mudim busness association founded in 1990 b
promote a common commitment to Islamic values. As described by John Doxey in his
article Isamst Business Fages Aeal, MUSIAD is amed primarily at small to medium
sized lusnesses. Its members stive to ean money the helal (righteous religioudy
legitimate) way, by providing good payard safe working canditions. Consisting of 2100
members, it is now considered the maost influential 1slamic voice on economic and pdlitical
issues.MUSIAD ard Refah seeeye to eye an many issues. Both sayTurkey stould build
stronger economic and pdiitical ties with Mudim nations, and both question the long-term
value of Turkey's paticipation in Western dliances. Both groupsoppose privatization of

companies in strategic secbrs like telecanmunicaions ard trarspartation, and both argue
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that the interest-based inancial system fuek specudtion by banks aml investors, at the
expense of Turkey’s industrial developméht.

Idamic banks offer one aternative to an interest-based iinancial system ard receve
Refah's erdorsenent. Thesebanks were introduced nto Turkey duting Presdert Ozals
admnistration during the 1980s “Idamic banks do not regard thenselves asbeing mere
financial institutions but as serving the broader goals of the Idamic society: the Iamic
bank *does not view ecanomic development as sepate from sccial development for to do
so would ke to put greaer concems on returns t the individual than saciety asa whole.
Thus he Islamic bank stould be as nuch a saial bank as anecaomic or financia
bank’.”*> Thes kanks ard the husinesses they suppat are kecaming increasngly common
in Turkey.

Finally, Refah asserts a policy of a governmental role limited to providing state
infrastructure, mantaining order, and withdrawal from al other economic activities. This
role, howewer, ard the relatively clearcut arti-Wesern, pro-lsamic prose, has keen
somewhat contradicted ty Refh's actons upan essblishing anadmnistration. Despte
critique d the IMF, for exanple, Refah “is pursuing with the IMF a resumption of suppat
for economic reform and a dabilization program that would turn the courtry’s ailing
ecaomy around.”*® Since establishing his administration, Erbekan has “raised the sdlaries
of severa millio n civil servants by 50 percent rather than the budgetd 30 pecen, ard has
sad he would ako seek pdramentary appoval for a 30 pecert bonus or members o the
secuiity forces To help fund these experditures Erbakan has suggesed ®lling sate-
owned land.”®" Refah no doubt has had to defult on some of its ecaomic reform

rhetoric (such as te IMF) becausetihas ro other choice n trying to keep he ecanomy

22



afloat, and will lik ely have just as much difficulty gicking to gicking to a firm economic
program as every other paty. It remans to be seen if Refah can make lasting reforms,
resist populist, short term experditures, steer ecaomic arangenerts away from the
West, and still maintain a support base.

The final area d Refah idedogy that deseves dscussin is foreign affairs. In gereral,
Refah’'s views towards foreign affairs paallel the broad anti-west, pro-lsamic stance
alreadyseenin its ecaomic ard sccial pdlicies. But, as previously seenin other areas,
Refah dso seems to be willing to moderate its rather extreme rhetoric with significantly
less exrenme acton since caming to power. The reasms for this stem from the realty of
Turkey s geagraphical position. For exanple, Erbakan canpagned on platforms sating
hisintent to pul Turkey out of NATO, ard to withdraw suppat for the USied Opeation
Provide Comfort. Both of these phtforms have since keen retraced—Ebakan camot
escape the fact that Turkey owes its formidable military strength to suppat from the US
ard NATO. Erbakan actualy helped © persuade be Turkish pafdiament to extend the
mandate for Opeation Provide Camfort.*® Sacrificing military suppat ard the ersuing
strength deived from its Western dlies in exchange of a more independent stance in
international affairs wauld place Turkeyin a precarous situaion given neighbors like Iran,
Iraq, Syria, Greece,ard the Caucash states d the former Soviet Union. Additionally,
Erbakan must certainly redize that the srength of the Turkish military serves as a
powerful glue that deers minority factons like the Kurds from dechring their
independence. And, Erbakan certainly recognizes the military as a boundary not to be
stepped wer lest arother intervertion occur. Given this factor, Erbakanis not likely to do

anything that would endanger the strength of the military.
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Despite Turkey’s role in NATO and its reliance on Western military suppat, Refah is
striving to presen anindepemlert Turkish starce n international relations. Such efforts
are in pat motivated by a degre to secue the region ard gan the suppat of hostile
neighbors. For exanple, Erbakan has nitiated eforts t estblish a secuty cooperation
agrenernt between Turkey, Syria, Iran, ard Irag. These €forts ae ot likely to be
immediately fruitful, however, because Dthe stained Elations over water rights ard
Turkey s role during Desert Storm. Syria, in paticular, has proteded the sriesof dans
Turkey has kuilt ard is plaming on building on the Euphrates River, feaing unaccepable
water quartities ard pdlution.*® Irag has “foiled Erbakan’s atempts to achieve security
cooperation by intervening in internecine Kurdish fighting in allied-protected northern
Irag.”*

Other relations attempt to asser Turkish indepewlerce aml ercourage ecaomic
relations. Shortly after Erbakan assuned his Rime Minister duties, he conduded
controversial visits to Iran, Iraq, ard Libya over the dojecions ard protess of the US.
These vsits were “in pat desgned b placae hs followers’* but also motivated by
ecaomics; for exanple, Turkey recenly “signed a $20 Hlion, 22 yer gas purchase
agrenent with Iran. Also signed wee agreenerts to purchase electicity ard boost
bilateral trade.Erbakan sad in reference © his rewly aranged ageenerts with Iran that
‘We camot turn out backs m a cucial neighbor like Iran, espeally whenwe needtheir
energy resources. Turkey will not permit any third country to interfere in the growing
trerd of cooperation betweenTurkey ard Iran’.”**  Turkey would ako like o reessblish
relations with Irag; the international trade embargo has cost Turkey 20 hillio n dollars over

the lest five yeas® Finally, despite the anti-Zionist rhetoric, Refah continues to cultivate
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economic and military relations with Israel and has negotiated busness contracts for

Israeli maintenance support of Turkish avionics equipment.
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Chapter 3

Structure

In Turkey, pdlitical paties have historicaly beenfocused asund a ceiral leader
“One typical feaure d al Turkish pdlitical paties hes keenthe umuesionable auhority
of the lkeaderunconstrained by paty structures. The locus of power ard initiative within
the patties has alvays beenin leadeship characterized ly personalistic decsion-making
ard a nonolithic internal structure”’ Refh is no excepion to this gereralizaion; sinceits
incepion it has keenErbakan's paty; he has setthe cairse an seeked the pary through
adversity.

Refah, howewer, is not monolithic; becauseit is curently the anly paty with an
Idamist platform, it has attracted both members ard suppaters from a wide pectrum of
idedogy, “and caries wthin itsef a \eriety of platorms”®> Many suppaters favor
denvocratic ideab am the secur state; in fact “a recen suvey found that 41 percert of
those who voted for Regh dechred henseles adaik.”® (The term used in Turkish is
based o the Ferch laicité, which derotes sepamtion—the principle d separtion
betweenreligion ard stte) Other suppaters favor the ingtitution of a fully Islamic sate
governed accaoding to the Shar a and a complete realignment of Turkish interests in the
world. Betweenthese two pdes lie suppaters of more moderate viewpants. Becaus of

suchdiversity, paty members, either as etcted dficials a as carpagrers, often serd
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mixed signals to the Turkish population and the international community, making it
difficult to determine exactly what, if any “official” position on a given issue is.

Necnettin Erbakanwasborn in 1926 ‘into a posperous family and as a busnessman
accunulated consideralde weath. Trained as a déselergineer, he worked aml sudied n
Gemary in the 19508° As afreadymentioned, he began a caeer of pulic sewice ty
organzing Anatolian bushessneninto a unon of sats, ard wasfirst electedto Parliament
in 1969. In 1970 he edablished the Natonal Order Paty, which was renamed the
National Salation Paty in 1973. From 1973 b 1980, as the leaderof the NSP, he
paticipated in various codlition governments. After the military intervention in 1980, he
was barred from politics but was ill able to establish Refah. In 1987 le officially
reenerged as Reh's lkeader Curently 70 yearss dd, “Erbakanis first ard foremost a
Turkish nationalist who warts to see Trkey as a ¢aderof a pditicalecaromic Islamic
bloc rather than remain a second rate power in the West.”

Erbakan represens the aiginal, conservative elenert of Refh. “The leadeshp
cade around himis old ard canservative. The younger gereration of professonal leades,
as epresemed by Erdogan is more tecmocratic ard ‘modem’ in its orientation....And
thenthere s a herd-line cae....Clealy, the paty is ripe for a power struggle, which will
probaldy empt with Erbakaris deah.”” One possble siccesso to Erbakan is perhags the
secad most important leaderin Refh, Recp Tayyip Erdogan A Marmara University
graduae in ecanomics ard pditical science, Erdoganis the 41 yearold mayor of Istanbul.?
We have already addressed some of his successes in Chapter 2.

Perhaps Reéh's geaest strength lies ot in its leacershp, but in its party workers.

Among the dl Turkish pdiitical paties, Refah has the largest number of party workers,
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ard these pawy workers ae the anes wth whom the awerage Turkish citizenis most likely
to have contact with. “The highly motivated, well-disciplined and strongly committed
activists believe in their pditical cause as aisson ordanedby God. They function at the
community level, visiting ewery single quater, street ard cluster of housesin the cities,
gathering information alout eachvoter ard family separately, evaluaing the daa, and
finding sdutions for eachproblem. To peretrate small communities, the young activists,
including anamy of women who canarange lome visits at ary time of the day, have
enmerged as lte paty’s nmgor asses. Repaters wiite that the paty organzation is on
steam, as though an eection is dways imminent, carefully planning activities, minutely
assigning responsibilities for eachgroup am individual acivist, ard coordinating their
efforts.”

The paty workers rely on peisonal, faceto-face caitact rather than mass nedia, and
go door-to-door through the reighborhoods explaining the paty’'s smple idedogy. In
poor neighborhoods camposed d recen city immigrants, they dso provide “health care
ard medical aid, help to children with their homework, assstarce in finding jobs, food,
fuel and various commodities pele need. Finally, ard nost important, they offer
‘sympathy,” anappeciation of the dificulties d ewerydaylife for ordinary pele, respect
for their work and their struggles®”

Despite these simple, old-fashioned campagn efforts, Refah aso relies on modern
technology and mantains computerized voter registration daa bases. Sometimes the
Refah recads are more accuete than the dficial ones: seeral yeas agothese ecads

were requesed ty the Istanbul admnistraion when an explosion in one of the
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shartytowns resuted in a rumber of deahs—the recads relped b deermine wio had
lived there at the time of the explosidn.

Refah would not be alde to suppat such amies of paity workers without adequag
financial suppat. So far, funding doesnot seemto be a poblem, snce “it is reportedly
the richestpdlitical pary in Turkey today”** Accused breceving funding from religious
groups from Iran, Refah denies such donations, which are illegd in Turkey, and clams
“most funds come from members (limited to $1200 a gai), including Turkish workers in

Germany, and from religious and social foundatidfis.”
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Chapter 4

Outlook

Before ary gueses regarding Refah’s future canbe adwanced, it would be helpful to
summarize concrete reasms for the paty’s recen success. These easms have akeady
been discussedn gerera, the following sewves as areview. Six “specfic cailysts
responsible for the Ilamic revival include 1) a crisis of legitimacy of pdiitical elites and
sccial systens; 2) ineffective rulership; 3) excessie reliance an coercion for elite cantrol;
4) class conflict in the midst of corruption; 5) military weakness and 6) the disruptive
impact of modernization, with its non-Islamic ideologies, values, and institufions.”

Not al of these cadlysts apply in Turkey, but cetainly the leadeship ard legitimacy
of the pditical paties, as well as he dsruptive impact of modemizaton do. Refh has
captalized o pulic diserchantment with the aher pditical paties; they have beenunalle
to sdve the saial ard ecaomic problems arising from transformation of the nation from
an agricultural to industia base, ard they have lost puldic confiderce kecause b the
corruption of the pdiiticians. Refah has dso capitalized on its unique ideology; it aone
canpoaint to a pditical agema canpletely different from the rest of the field, ard by doing
s, it isolatesitsef from the aher paties ard their problems. Refh has ako beenalle to
organze aml fund itself better than the aher patties, ard has found a siccesful formula

for distributing its message by relating ane-on-one to the eectorate. Findly, Refah has
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been riding a ising wawe of Idamic awaeress ad reviva, not just in Turkey, but
throughout the Islamic world. It has been able to capitalize on heightened religious values
anong the Turkish population ard packagehose values h a marketalde palitical platform.
In order to reman viable, however, it must be able to balance opposing forces on a
number of issues, or else risk dilution or extremism of its message.

First, Refh must balance dvergert views wthin the paty. The task of a pdlitical
party to track a staight course & simple when it is not in power, since external forcescan
beignared. Now that Refah has acquired a position of leadership, it finds itself having to
compromise an issues ard this compromise may not be acceped by pats of the suppat
base. For exanple, “Orierted as 1 is to electoral contest Turkey s mainsream|gamist
leadeship is more open to pdlitical pressue ard campromise than its counterparts
elsewhere. This flexibility, however, is limited by the need to satisfy its core constituency.
The quedbn is whether pressues towards [beral moderation in the palitical sprere can
hold back he saial auhoritarianisminherent in Isamist idedogy ard sccial ethics?’? “So
far, there seera to have beenerough room inside Reéh both for thorough-going Islamic
radicak who admire Iran, busnessnen who wart to be in with the paty of power, ard a
lot of people in between. The glueis Refah’s popularity as a disciplined party less tainted
than the ahers by corruption ard good a nmending paholes anl keepng the strees
clean.®

But besides just holding the paty together, Refah must aso balance its long-term
goals for an Idamic date, first, aganst pditical oppaosition, by ganing and mantaining a
greaer suppat base, and s2cand, aganst the threatof military intervention, which would

likely eradicate the progress atained n the last 15 years. Economicaly, Refah must
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balance the realty of Turkeys extensive trade arangenerts with the West aganst the
desires for a more Islamic bugness dructure and more trade with regional nations.
Addtionally, it must balance its willin gness to improve social services and welfare with the
ability of the state to fund such efforts. In relations with other nations, Refah must
balance desres for greaer international aubnomy ard closer relations with Ilamic states
against the need for Western military support and alliances.

For Erbakan the tasks ae ckar. keep Iis paty together and tread a roderate line ©
consolidate power and gan a greater share of paliamentary seats. Only then will he have
the elbow room to fully pursue be idedogical goals d the paty. In the neartime, he
should concertrate on balance: “The thenme that a patiotic Turk should try to acheve a
balance letweenthe kenefits of the West and East by opting for adgting the science ard
technology of the former ard the spritualty of the latter is repeaed quie often in the
schooling system desgred ly the educadbna esgblishmert in Turkey. This difficult
erdeavr is aimost like a nissbn of every patiotic Turk.”* So far, the Refah Party has
shown a willin gness to compromise, which explains the wafflin g on key issues—Refah is

not so much an ideological, unbending elephant as a pragmatic and flexible snake.

Notes

' R. Hrair Dekmegjian, “The Islamic Revival in the Middle East and North Africa,”
Current History April 1980, 168.

% Sami Zubaida, “Turkish Idam and National Identity,” Middle Eag Report, June
1996, 15.

% “Faces of Islam,The Economistl7 August 1996, 44.

* Ayshe Kadioglu, “The Paradox of Turkish Nationalism and the Construction of
Official Identity,” Middle East StudiesApril 1996, 177.
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Chapter 5

Conclusions

The Refah Party is not unique from other Ilamist movements in its ideological goals,
but it is distinctly Turkish, seeking to creake a stong, indepemlert state. Its gals ae
primarily Islamist: it seeks to establish a legitimate government responsive to the needs of
the saiety. It seeks @ estblish a triving, indepeert state by secuimg its external
borders and providing for internal stability. It seeks to diversify its economic and foreign
relations beyond just the West; doing so would provide it with more options, greater
oppartunities, and potentialy greaer power ard pregige. The fundanertalist goals of
fostering an Idamic community ard the values assoated wih it can be seenas
complementary, but secondary, to the greater goals relating to the state.

Unlik e some other Idlamist movements, Refah is able to work within the state, and by
doing s0, “its re-Idlamization of Turkey is fundamentally different from other nations: it
does ot have to dechre the exsting government hereticat rather, it needsonly to cal for

a geaer role of religion in society.”*

As pat of the sate pditical system Refh is
constrained by it; it mustfight for votes like ewery other political paty in Turkey, ard try
to survive in a volatile palitical aamosphere. Refah must dso reman within the secular

boundaries established by the constitution and enforced by the military.
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For the Refah Party to enjoy future success, it must successfully balance its ideology
aganst its existence, awiding excessve compromise, which would diute its eforts, ard
excessive extremism, which would result in its annihilation. Refah must also strive to
mantain the unity and identity of the paty, lest it succumb to the fate of other Turkish

political parties, namely weakness, division, and ineffectiveness.
Notes

' Arnold Hdttinger, “Secubrizaion ard Redslamizaton in Turkey,” Swss Review of
World Affairs October 1996, 9.
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